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you well know, and between the two
bodies.

I think probably there is not much
purpose in discussing this further, but
we would hope that perhaps we could
try to move those items on which we
have agreement and continue to work
on those that we do not forge agree-
ment on. But we ought not to, in light
of our disagreement on some things,
damage those folks.

Lastly, let me make an observation.
| agree with you, Mr. Leader, that
those families, those 6.5 million fami-
lies, would not want to see a tax in-
crease next year after the election; but
if you ask them whether they wanted a
$300 to $600 credit between now and the
next election or simply stay at the
same rate ad infinitum, | have a feeling
there is little doubt they would say,
well, we will take the help for a year,
even if you do not give it to us perma-
nently.

Let us go on perhaps to the energy
bill, Mr. Leader. You did not have that
on your schedule. Obviously there was,
as you know, a motion to instruct yes-
terday so that we could try to address
the problem that all of us saw dramati-
cally in the blackout that occurred on
the 11th of August. Would the leader
tell me what his perspective is on the
energy bill?

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will
yield further, the gentleman is very
aware that, as he just stated, we just
appointed conferees last night. They
had their first conference this morning.
They are working as hard as they can
to get this bill out as soon as possible.

The gentleman knows that the Na-
tion’s energy crisis is not just about
electricity. Gasoline prices are at an
all-time high, natural gas prices are at
an all-time high, natural gas supplies
are at an all-time low. This is not the
time to do piecemeal work or patch-
work in putting together a bill. We
need a comprehensive energy policy to
meet the urgent needs across this
country and across the spectrum of en-
ergy sources.

I might say that this House has tried
for the last 3 years to pass a com-
prehensive energy package; and we are
now only two votes away, a vote in the
House and a vote in the Senate, to
being able to put together a good pack-
age that we can send to the President,
and | am hoping that work can be done
expeditiously and we can see a bill in
the next 2 to 3 weeks.

Mr. HOYER. | thank the
his observations on that.

Two additional questions. The next
one would be the Medicare prescription
drug bill. Obviously this is a very con-
tentious piece of legislation, with dif-
ferent perspectives on how we can pro-
vide seniors in particular with relief on
the prescription drug costs.

Can the gentleman tell us what you
believe the status of that to be and
when we might expect that bill, the
conference report, on the floor of the
House?

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will
yield further, the gentleman knows, as
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we all do, that improving and strength-
ening Medicare is going to be one of
the toughest conferences that we will
face. There are a lot of issues, very
complicated issues, that have to be
dealt with.
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The chairman of the conference, the
gentleman from California (Mr. THOM-
As), is working with all parties on the
conference and it just takes a lot of
time to work through these issues. We
have already worked through some. |
happen to serve on the conference. We
have worked through some and
progress is being made. But our Mem-
bers need to stay focused. The Members
of the other body need to stay focused
in order for us to get this done before
the end of this session. But as far as
predicting when we will be able to do
that, that would be very difficult for
me to do. But | hope that everyone will
work together and get something out
before we adjourn for this session of
the 108th Congress.

Mr. HOYER. | thank the gentleman
for the information and the observa-
tion.

Let me close. We talked about Thurs-
day, September 11, when we will come
together, controversies that we have
discussed. The significant differences
we have discussed with respect to how
to solve the problems that confront
this country will | think be put aside
by all of us on September 11 as we
come together, as we did on that Sep-
tember 11 evening when we stood to-
gether, you and I, shoulder to shoulder,
and we sang God Bless America. At a
time of tragedy we came together with
resolve and without partisanship, re-
solve to confront the terrorists that af-
flict this world, this global community,
and to make our country safer and
more secure.

Mr. Leader, on Thursday at what
point in time do you expect us to end
our session on Thursday and to partici-
pate in such both collective remem-
brances as we may have and individ-
ually to participate in remembrances?

| yield to my friend.

Mr. DELAY. | appreciate the gentle-
man’s words and they are heartfelt and
honest and straightforward, and |
greatly appreciate those words.

I would like to give the gentleman a
time, but there are two reasons; one is
I am a little concerned at this moment
that if | gave a projected time of being
through on Thursday, Members would
leave on Wednesday. We just saw what
has happened to this House where
some, almost 30 Members were not here
to vote on the last pieces of legislation,
of both parties. And it greatly concerns
me that when we give notice that we
might be leaving, Members take advan-
tage of that and move on and leave the
Chamber and are not here to vote like
they should be. And so I do not know.

Secondly, 1 would hope, and we have
been in touch with your offices, | would
hope that we would continue to work
today and through the weekend to put
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together the right kind of commemora-
tion of the day so that we exhibit to
the country that the people’s House
has great concerns about the events of
9/11 and the events that have followed
9/11 and we want to express the feelings
and the emotions of the American peo-
ple on this very important day.

Mr. HOYER. | thank the leader for
his comments and | know that the gen-
tlewoman from California’s (Ms.
PEeLos1) office will cooperate fully in
that objective, as will mine and others,
and we look forward to participating in
a very positive way but a very solemn
and prayerful way as we remember
that loss and the challenge that lies
ahead.

——————

ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 9, 2003

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at
12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 9,
2003, for morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THORNBERRY). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2622, FAIR
AND ACCURATE CREDIT TRANS-
ACTIONS ACT OF 2003

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on Rules is planning to meet
next week to grant a rule for the con-
sideration of H.R. 2622, the Fair and
Accurate Credit Transactions Act of
2003, which may require that amend-
ments be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD prior to their consideration on
the floor.

The Committee on Financial Serv-
ices ordered the bill reported on July 24
and filed its report with the House yes-
terday. Members should draft their
amendments to the bill as reported by
the Committee on Financial Services.

Members should also be noted to use
the Office of Legislative Counsel to en-
sure that their amendments are drafted
in the most appropriate form. Members
are also advised to check with the Of-
fice of Parliamentarian to be sure that
their amendments comply with the
rules of the House.
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